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PERFORMANCE NOTES

This delightful folk song lullaby is of Ladino origin. Ladino is a Judeo-
Spanish Romance language of Sephardic Jews, based on old Spanish and writ-

ten in Hebrew script.

This arrangement may be performed in either Ladino or English. The English
text used in this arrangement is not a direct translation of the original Ladino
words, but rather an attempt to capture the peaceful nature and style of the
music. A more direct translation of the full original Ladino text follows below,
as well as a phonetic pronunciation of the words used in this arrangement:

Original Ladino text:
Durme, durme ijiko de madre
Durme, durme sin ansia i dolor

Sienti djoia palavrikas de tu madre
Las palavras de Sh 'ma Yisrael

Durme, durme ijiko de madre
Kon ermozura de Sh’ma Yisrael

Phonetic pronunciation:
Duﬁne, durme

ijiko de madre

sin ansia i dolor

Kon ermozura

de Sh’ma Yisrael

*00 - as in “zo0”

Translation:
Sleep, sleep mother’s little boy
Free from worry and pain

Listen (with) joy to your mother’s words
The words of Sh’ma Yisrael

Sleep, sleep mother’s little boy

With the beauty of the (words of) Sh’ma
Yisrael

*DOOR-meh, DOOR-meh
ee-**ZHEE-koh deh MAH-dreh
sin AHN-seeah ee doh-LOHR
Kohn ehr-moh-ZHOO-rah

deh Shmah YEES-rah-el

**zh - as in “azure”
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